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Farm Labor Shortage Menace to Nation
.
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0' allies are depending upon
(he United Stales." In these

words David I.ubin, (he American rep-

resentative in the International In-

stitute of Agriculture ut Koine, recently
summed up the burden of f4 produc-

tion which stress of war lias jdaced upon
the if the farmers of the United

States.
Ilearv as lliii obligation would be in

normal times. I lie task lias lieeorac much

won' iliflic nll by reason of our entry into
Hie conflict. It will not suffice that we

merely restrain appetites that have ed

during long periods of plenty
and prosperity. !Self-deni- al will un-

doubtedly contribute to an exportable
surplus, but notable hardships may be im-

posed upon us in order that we may con-

tribute vital foodstuffs to our allies in
the course of the current year.

The crying need, if we are to have suf-lieie- nt

food for ourselves and a liberal
volume to send abroad, is a proper sup-

ply of callable farm labor. Many things
lime been promised by the constituted au-

thorities, but relatively little has been
Hehieved in meeting the situation squarely
and furnishing a really practical solution
of this fundamental problem.

The up to date tiller of the soil is no
doubt patriotic, but he has suffered
through the reaction of his prompt re- -'

sponse to the appeal made to him early
last year to increase his cultivated acres.
He is a business man and bis readiness to
help has hurt him, as his annual balanee
shows. He has been crowded by many
circumstances and his books bear indis-

putable evidence of losses where he
counted upon reasonable gains. The
prices for fertilizers, seeds, farm tools and
feeds have mounted to more or less pro-

hibitive heights and then, by way of cli-

max, he has suddenly realized that even
higher wages could not recruit for him
I he necessary qualified labor.

There is a widespread disposition to
lioast of American ingenuity in evolving
labor saiug farm machinery. It is true
that from 85Ti to 1894 the human effort
ntquired to produce one bushel of corn de-

clined on an average from four hours
and a half to a span of but forty-on- e min-

utes. And in the matter of producing
wheat from 1830 to 1894 the manual
labor needed diminished from three hours
and three minutes to ten minutes a bushel
of marketable grain.

But while cleverly devised apparatus
has made this time saving possible and
has enabled one man to do in a day what
formerly many men could not accom-

plish )eiween sunrise and sunset, still
these mechanical aids have emphasized
the need of greater skill on the part of the
smaller agricultural army. Untrained
boys, women and children unused to farm
work and the unaccustomed city dwellers
are not going to meet the difficulty. The
trained farmhand is the man that is now
needed more than ever.

.The qualified mechanic in the munition
plant is no more indispensable there than
the experienced agricultural laborer is on
the farm.
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PARM MACHINERY THAT REDUCES NUMBER Of HANDS BUT CALLS for SKILLED LABOR
people ate somewhat prone to look upon
I he remoter States as the sources of their
daily food, quite forgetting how much
they have to depend upon the nearby
fields. Yet the conditions as they have

within New York Slate may
be cited to make clear the circumstances
that are fairly eommon the country over.

Opinions of Paul T. Brady upon agri-

cultural to lies have already leen printed
in Thk Sijxdat Suk. His position is un-

common and adds especial force to what
has to Kay. As a conspicuous figure In

one of America's largest electrical manu-

facturing companies, a captain of indus-

try, he has gone in for farming as a side
issue, upon showing that business
methods applied to the land will yield
compensating returns and make of agri-

culture a balanced, dependable industry.
He lias applied to his hundreds of acres
in Dutchess county the same administra-
tive acumen whisli has placed him where
he is in commercial life.

In answer to an inquiry as to his opin-

ion regarding the prospects for an ample
supply of labor on the farms and the
probable production of foodstuffs" during
1918 Mr. Brady said:

"When President Wilson made his ap-
peal in the spring of 1917 for the plant-
ing of everything susceptible of produc-
ing foodstuffs for the United States und
for the world at large if necessary none
were more loyal, none made greater ef-

forts than the owners of farms through-
out the United States. Many men who
had previously plantad but a small acre-

age did their utmost to increase their
fields, and as a result our potato crop for
1917 exceeded by more than 100,000,000
busliels that of any other year.

"Then labor on the farms was substan-
tially undisturbed, but later came the. call
for volunteers for the army and the navy
and finally the military draft. Agricul-
tural workers began to leave the farms by
reason of the of the higher wages of
the munition factories and the patriotic
bids of the fighting services.

"The consequence of this tide of trained
men moving away from the farms told
hurt fully before the close of agricultural
activity. Many farmers who had planted
crops with the expectation of thoroughly
cultivating them, harvesting and storing
what might be neeessary and selling the
surplus found themselves towards the lat-

ter part of the season without the need-

ful help to finish the cultivation, or, if
this were done, they were afterward
without aid at the time of hr.rvest. It was
only logical that large quantities of food-

stuffs were left ungathered and spoiled
where they stood.

"My own experience has been much like
of many others in trying to respond

to the Presidential appeal. Last spring I
decided to use every resource to produce
as large a crop as possible of foodstuffs,
both to feed a big herd of milk producing
cattle and to raise young stock to sell in
the markets of the world.

"I need from thirty to forty men all the
time, as I have nearly 400 head of milch
cows, young stock, &e., and the growing
of feed for these cattle as well as the care
of them demands a good force of farm
laborer. It was plain to me last spring
that I was likely. to run short. of workers '
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Brown University students and some high "An inexperienced man from office life
school boys, in all about twelve. . ran learn in the time set but little of the

"Most of these voung men were without wavs of working a farm; farmers are
any knowledge of farm operations. Some
of the high school boys were worse than
useless; they were a nuisance and had to
be got rid of. The university men, being
acquainted with one another, worked to-

gether and did very well, but even so they
had to be under the eare and direction of
experienced men nearly all the time.

"Many other farmers are in the same
fix, although not all of those I know in
my neighborhood are as large employers
of labor as I am. I can recall many in-

stances in which farmers in Dutchess
county have sold their entire herds of cat-

tle because they could. not maintain them,
and during" the coming season they are
going to get along with only a small
patch of potatoes, a few vegetables, 4e
to meet their own domestic requirements.

"I am not an advocate of price fixing on
farm produce or, so far as that is con-

cerned, on any other merchandise, but it
would Mem to me, inasmuch as the Gov-

ernment has started along this line of
regulation, that it might be well to go
further in the name of expediency. There-
fore. I recommend that the price be fixed
on the 1918 potato crop.

"A short while ago I seriously consid-

ered selling every bead of eattle that I
owned and letting the land lie idle until
more help could be secured. Upon second
thought I deeided not to do this for eco-

nomic reasons.
"In my establishment I expect to pro-

duce this year 2,000,600 pounds of milk
from my dairy herd, a large number of
young stock, approximately 200, and
other products. It would be something o?
a publie calamity to dissipate these re-

sources. Let me make this plainer.
"The. 2,000,000 ounds of sulk I count

upon getting is the equivalent in food
value of 1,000,000 pounds of beef. To
obtain 1,000,000 pounds of beef would
take 2,000 head of cattle dressing 500
pounds apiece after a considerable period
of feeding and fattening.

"But when 2,000 bead of cattle have
been killed and turned into beef- their
vital course comes to an end. The dairy
herd, on the other hand, even while yield-

ing 2,000,000 pounds of milk and giving
birth to from 200 to 300 calves, still re-
mains intact and capable of further pro-
duction and reproduction.

"Bearing these facts ia mind, I am go-

ing to try to keep things running, but
the outlook is not encouraging. Daring
the1 past week the man ia charge of ay
creamery wa3 drafted and I shall find it
very hard indeed to replace him. He has
been examined and passed and will be
mustered into the army.

"Another one of my mainstays on the
farm, a son, has been ealled for the avia-

tion service. I do not know how many
more will be drawn from me, but unhap-
pily most of the help thai still remains is
not of a class tliat would prove of sub-

stantial value either fo our military ranks
or to the army of industrial workers.

"Many uninformed writers tell ns to
'utilize the boys; utilize the men from tlie
offices and the cities; put the women to
work in the fields.' Let me say that few

grown, not made in a few weeks. An
untrained farmhand with a pair of horses
and a riding cultivator going into a field

of corn, potatoes, fte., can do more dam-

age in a day than his services are worth
in an entire season.

"As for women, the native bora are not
educated for farnx-Wor-

k.
They might be

forced to learn in the course of a number
of years, bat they are not as constitu-
tionally rugged as their foreign sisters:
they were not brought up to labor ia the
fields. I am speaking now of the wo mat
from the cities, from the factories, te.
Many farmers' wives and daughters earn

and do perform a certain amount of work,
but this contributes little to the Atl
volume of the labor required in our agri-
cultural industry.

"If a supply of labor ia not furnished!
to Ibe farma the world faces a serious con-

dition for the year 1918-1- 9, one mora
serious than my words eonvey. Where,
then, is this farm labor to came fromT

"Many people have advocated the in-

troduction of Chinese. If the war is t
continae and a shortage ef workers ia
going to last, why wouldn't it he a good
plan to import 1M,0M or 2M,M Chaeae
after the manner set by France and let
them stay ia this .eoimtry for three or are
years T

is a reliable, iadasrrioas and very cspahla
farmhand, probably beeaaarais twiatiy
has bean preeminently aa agrieaKsral aa--.

tioa for centuries. . If we do net want
them any longer than the time set, thea
they eaa be shipped back to Chka under
terms thzt are attractive and genera,
such as the French have promised,

This really seems at Srst hhrnh to b
the likeliest solution of our preasiag, need
of tillers of the soil. We must not forget
that it wiU be a leaf;, long time befere
we will again have laboring en-ou- r rail-

roads, working ia our eoaatruetiea fafH
at various undertakings, the thousands of
Italians upon whom we relied dews, to
1914.

"In Texas probably the Mcwrsna earn
be used upea the farms, hat that State ia
only one of away calling far aad tha isjr;

Mexican laborer is not tuMciently adapt-
able to permit his uttrodaetiea tarn ft) . A.
out the country. The Chinese, oa that
ether hand, will fit m, anywhere, aaeVa

i u ir

faithful aad efficient in agrieuXaral par--r 1

suits. We want labor ea mat farm, aad j(f
unless we have this help promptly aad is i.
ample numbers the workers ia oar fae-- 1

torieg, the people ia oar ekies aad our sol-

diers at the front will gs hungry.

Jiweted to. thm w& aat. mX mr ,('
trained farm labor in the Ketial Gaard,
retain them ia thin i n tij im ha de-- :
feaee and held them where thev eaai he. xbr$i
drawn ea promptly fr;afrieaHural
poses, aad yet he wMauvaasy reach --if p
they are required for easasate aaatary sv, s
servicer la thk war the skflkd farstr
hand a ftaished workmen, aad ee-e-
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